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11  a.m.

12 noon

THOSE   WILD   WEST   INDIES

sloppy or deceitful work. Stops at camp
commissary for two bottles of native beer.
Returns to house, issues commissary coupons
to contractors against their balances on the
pay-roll, issues hospital passes, administers
quinine, issues barbed wire, rope, and nails
for various jobs, settles domestic disputes
between labourers and families in his camp.
Lunches on okra soup, beef stew, red beans,
bread-fruit, alligator pears, and fresh

nee,

pineapple (latter two commodities out of his
own yard).
12.30 to 2 p.m. Removes shoes and leggings, unbuttons shirt,
and sleeps heavily.
2 p.m.            Rides farm, with particular attention to status
4 p.m.            of cutting and to estimate output for succeed-
ing cuttings.   Has one bottle of beer.
5 p.m.            Stands by at office for detailed report from
foremen as to precise number of bunches cut
by each gang, number loaded into each car,
together with car number and spur location.
Discusses outlook for future cuttings and then
reports by telephone to chief clerk of his
district, giving him all facts and estimates.
5 p.m.            Takes shower (if any water in reserve tank)
6 p.m.            and has generous shot of whisky.    Reads
Adventure magazine on porch in undershirt.
Has dinner (same as lunch).
6 p.m.            Sits on porch smoking native * King Bee *
8 p.m.            cigarettes (five cents per pack), complaining
about heat, and gossiping about Company.
Turns in and reads himself to sleep.
So it was in the early days of banana pioneering. To-day
the traveller may traverse a banana division in a Ford sedan
mounted on railway wheels and see little evidence of this
pioneering work. On either side of the track, stretching away
for nriles., are glistening sea-green banana plants. They are